
Psalms 23, passage 
by Troy DeFeo 

Psalms 23:6- “Surely your goodness and 
unfailing love will pursue me all the days of my 
life, and I will live in the house of the Lord 
forever.”  
No matter what version you read this verse from, it’s like opening up a jewelry 
box. Each word sparkles.


“Surely”— the beginning word chosen by David. He didn’t say, “maybe” or 
“possibly” or “I hope” your goodness and mercy (unfailing love) will follow me.  
Nope! David believed and trusted in a “sure” God. One who makes promises 
and delivers every time.  This is confidence— Latin word meaning “fides”- 
(fe-day, which is referred to as Faith).  The prefix- “con” intensifies the 
meaning so it is David saying, “I have intense faith in the Lord.”  

In the previous passage, the central theme has always been the Good 
Shepherd is unwavering, unchanging, and always pursuing us. God is not 
like us! Aren’t you glad?

1) Our mood changes throughout the day, does God?_________

2) Our minds change on a dime, does God? ______________

3) Our faith and trust waivers depending upon our circumstances. 

____________________________________

4) Our devotion and obedience can be rock solid one day or stagnant another. 

_________________________________

5)   Our perspective on life is finite, but our Shepherd see’s the whole picture.

Goodness alone is not enough——-we still need mercy. 
Mercy alone is not enough—-we still need his goodness.

“….all the days of your life!”   Wow—-  goodness and mercy 
forever and ever and ever.  

Can I ask you, where has God been good to you recently?

_______________   __________________   __________________

Where has gone shown his mercy? 

_______________  __________________   __________________




For many of us it may be surprising that God is actively pursuing you and I. We 
may just feel like he is sitting on his throne on a puffy cloud while angels sing 
over his shoulders. But this isn’t true. 

Lets look how God pursued people in the past: 
1) Adam and Eve- in the Garden __________________________ 
2) Moses- in the desert __________________________________ 
3) Jesus in the storm on a boat ___________________________ 
4) Samaritan woman at the well ___________________________ 
5) John on Patmos exiled ________________________________ 
6) Lazarus in the tomb ___________________________________ 

Discuss what you think this means: Measure your value through God’s eyes, 
not your own.  These did above!

_________________________________________________________


“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 

Could you imagine the house that King David was living in? Huge palace, lots of 
rooms, big kitchen, swimming baths, huge fences and gates, tons of guards, 
and enough servants to get you whatever you wish.  He had it all!

But what was he really thinking about? Not his kingdom, but the Lord’s 
kingdom.  

Go back to verse 1 - ________________________________________________ 
God was everything to David.  

The dwelling place for the Lord is where ?_______________________________

Ephesians 2:19-22 ___________________________________________________

Psalms 84:1-5 _______________________________________________________

Psalms 90:1 _________________________________________________________

Psalms 91:1,9 _______________________________________________________


As I close, I want to share this about sheep. When shepherds purchase their 
new sheep, he takes out a large, sharp knife. Each shepherd will go to their own 
lamb and actually cut a distinct mark on its ear. In this way, even at a distance, it 
is becomes recognizable to the shepherd which lamb is his. It is not easy for the 
shepherd to do this, nor for the lamb to experience a bit of pain. But through this 
experience, a life long mark of ownership is made between the shepherd and his 
lamb.  So it is for Jesus with us. When we too suffer for Christ and marked with 
the name, “Christian”, we too will be recognizable to His Father in the Great 
Dwelling Place, in the house of the Lord forever!    And this is David’s Psalms!


