
Hidden Treasures- p.1    “Plan B”

Traveling the back  roads of the Bible in search of Truth

~ book by Judson Edwards

Have you ever gone on a long road trip holding one of those large maps taking up the whole 
front seat, while trying to drive? :) You grab a yellow high lighter and mark your 
destination with a big star; and then you highlight the roads you will need to “stay on” to 
make it to your destination. We call those the “red highways!”  But did you ever decide to 
take the back way? An alternate route? The road less travelled? We call these roads the 
“blue roads!”   
Anyone familiar with the bible knows the “red-highway” passages, the parts known and 
revered by most congregations: things like the Ten Commandments, Jesus Walking on 
Water, Psalms 23, Noah’s Ark and the Flood, Parting the Sea, the birth of Jesus, and the 
Death and Resurrection.  These are great stories and great truths in the bible. Wonderful 
destinations we  should all have highlighted in our bibles and hearts. But in the up-coming 
weeks, I want to take us to the roads less traveled in blue. I want to get off the the beaten 
path, meet unfamiliar people, and visit unusual places. I want you to meet people like 
Bezalel, Ahimaaz, and Diotrephes. I want to get out of some of the “red-cities” like John, 
Psalms, and Ephesians, and head to places like Lamentations, Habakkuk, and Haggai.  
As we wander the back roads of the bible, I think you will fall in love with some new people 
and enjoy some of the new sights you will see. Are you ready for a new journey?  Lets Go! 
~ Pastor Troy DeFeo 

What is Plan B mean to you? _________________________________________ 
Read Genesis 21:11-13 _______________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

The Christopher Reve story captivated America. He was best known for 
playing Superman in the movies. But his life changed forever on May 17, 
1995, at a horse show in Virginia. The horse he was riding balked and stopped 
short at a jump, and Christopher Reeve, with his hands tangled in the bridle, 
catapulted headfirst onto the ground. The accident left him a quadriplegic, 
confined to a ventilator and a wheelchair.  Until he died on October 10,2004, 
he lived with tenacious courage that inspired people around the world. But the 
irony in his story was easy to see: Even Superman suffered. And even 
Superman had to have a Plan B. 

The first “Hidden Treasure” we will see concerns Abraham, one of the great 
heroes of the bible and a character known to anyone familiar with Scripture. 
So even though this is not a “Plan B” person, I want you see to see a “Plan B” 
event.  When we think of grace, we don’t usually think about the O.T. We 
think of the N.T. with its message of the cross, forgiveness, and freedom. But 



grace is at the heart of the Abraham story in Genesis. God gave Abraham far 
more than he deserved, and you see it clearly in His Plan B. Abraham learned 
he could survive, and even thrive, held by nothing at all except the grace of the 
loving God. 
Red Highway—- Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac, ___________________________ 
Blue Road—- Abraham, Hagar, and Ishmael, ___________________________ 
                              We will come back to the “Blue Road” 

Read Genesis 24: 1-9  —Discuss both Plans here 
Plan A____________________________________________________________ 
Plan B____________________________________________________________ 

Read Genesis 24:10-28 - Discuss the Plans come to fruition  
Plan A ____________________________________________________________ 
He watched out for Plan B closely ________________________________ vs. 21 
Aram Naharaim and the town of Nahor vs 10 ___________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Culture of women in that days vs. 11 __________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ work & marriage 
Rebekah -vs 15_____________________________________________________ 
Bethuel the Aramean from Paddan Aram- Gen. 25:20-fyi _________________ 
Bethuel son of Milkah-vs 15 __________________________________________ 
Nahor- vs.15_______________________________________________________ 
What was the significance of the gold nose ring and bracelets ? - vs 22 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Laban- vs. 29 ______________________________________________________ 

Read: Genesis 24: 29-49  Some answers and some Road decisions to make 
Which road will he take do you think before we continue on? :_____________ 
Read Genesis 24:50-55;  Wow—- twist and turns; bumps in the road! 
Discuss how this could be seen in your life? ____________________________ 

Read Genesis 24: 56-61  
Plan A— was it fulfilled? ___________________________________________ 
Plan B- was it fulfilled? ____________________________________________ 

You remember, God had Isaac as Plan A all along.  
Read Genesis 24::62-67  “Happily Ever After” 
Beer Lahai Roi -  (what a place) _____________________________________ 



What if the Servant of Abraham changed/altered any of God’s Will set up by 
Abraham? ______________________________________________________ 
What is Rebekah, her brothers, or anyone else who was given “freedom of 
choice” chose they wrong decision? __________________________________ 
Plan B, Plan C, or Plan D could have taken place. 
Discuss this: _____________________________________________________ 

The Sovereignty of God is something quite amazing. Can you think of some 
really great verses about God’s Sovereignty:   
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

The Free Will of God is also quite amazing. Can you think of some really great 
verses about the Free Will: 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

History:  Many people believe the current Arab-Israeli conflict has its roots in 
this “Plan B” Isaac-Ishmael story.  They trace Jews back to Isaac and the 
Arabs to Ismael and say the two have been at odds ever since Genesis days. 
The Genesis story makes it plain that God wanted to bless both Isaac and 
Ishmael. All the fighting still taking place through centuries by their 
descendants has been in opposition to God’s will, not because of it. God’s 
desire was to bless both Plan A and B. 

The writer of Genesis tells us about the death of Abraham and says: 
Read: Genesis 25:9- _________________________________________________ 
The two sons together burying their father, Plan A and B, side by side, saying 
goodbye. Both grieving, and both blessed. Only grace could make that 
happen. 

When we keep reading the stories in Genesis 25 and 26, many interesting road 
trips will be made with the children involved and how Plan A and Plan B will 
take many twist and turns. Take a peek—- you will see somethings you have 
never seen before and meet some people who you have never met. 

 


